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length. It is an eloquent tribute to the vitality of Indian
ideas that perhaps the greatest Buddhist monument and series
of sculptured Buddhist texts in existence are found in Java,
while the greatest of Hindu monuments is in Indo-China.
The Khmers also left numerous Sanskrit inscriptions
which testify to their intimate knowledge of Sanskrit litera-
ture. These mention, or directly quote from, the Vedas,
Puranas, Ramayana, Mahabharata, Harivamsa, Yoga and
Nyaya philosophical systems, Manu, Panini, Patanjali,Susruta,
Gunadh}-a, Mayura, Vatsayana and Kanada. Several Tantric
texts are also specifically mentioned by name. The temples
and images of deities are clear evidence that the Silpasastras
were also well known, and inscriptions and sculptures show
that the Khmers were -familiar with Indian works on music
and dancing. In Khmer descriptions of the martial music to
which the armies marched forth to war, thirteen musical
instruments are given their traditional Sanskrit names.
Moreover, the thoroughly Indian institution of non-stop public
recitation of the great Sanskrit epics is referred to more than
once, and gifts of beautiful books to temples are mentioned.
All the great Khmer temples had stone libraries attached to
them, which were obviously once well-stocked with Sanskrit
manuscripts. The empty ruined libraries are still there, but
the manuscripts, alas, have all disappeared, destroyed for
ever in the Siamese wars of the fourteenth century, which
ended the mighty kingdom of the Khmers.
Thanks to desert conditions somewhat resembling those
of Egypt, there have been exciting finds, within this twen-
tieth century, of real manuscripts from sand-buried sites all
over Central Asia.   Little oases kingdoms formerly punctuat-
ed the ancient Silk Road to China, and here, until the Turks
swept eastward in the eighth and ninth centuries, a civiliza-
tion flourished which is now known  to have  been  chiefly
Indian in its religious and intellectual inspiration, Iranian in
its social structure and court life, Chinese in its material
background and prosperity, and a mixture of all three, in its
artistic expression.   Literally thousands of written  docu-
ments, in a dozen languages and scripts, on wood, leather,
bamboo, palm-leaves, birch-bark, silk and paper have been
dug up from the ddbris of ruined  towns,  from  forgotten